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impossible. The mobilization of the fleet had begun the day
before, and that of the land forces was arranged for the same
evening.

Nominally the House of Commons was asked to decide for
peace or war. Actually the decision was already made, and the
House had only to ratify it. There were some protests from a
group of Liberals who urged there was no need to plunge at
once into war. But the news that the Germans were threatening
to enter Belgium, whose neutrality was guaranteed by England,
supplied a further argument for action. The House supported
the Government. An ultimatum sent to Berlin that evening
expired at 11 p.m. on the 4th July (midnight by 'mid-European3
time of Berlin). As the clocks struck the fatal hour in London
cheering crowds hailed the coming of war. Since Waterloo
England had not been at war with any European Power,
except during the short far away war with Russia in 1854-6,
which hardly affected the everyday life of the people at home.
No wonder men could not imagine the coming realities of a
great war with a powerful neighbouring State. There were
confident predictions that it would be a brief victorious fight,
for the British navy would annihilate the Kaiser's fleet in a new
Trafalgar, and his armies would be crushed between the forces
of the western allies and the armed millions of Russia, as iron
is flattened out between hammer and anvil.

Not only in England but in other countries there had long
been many advocates of the theory that with the huge armies
of the time and the deadly efficiency of modern weapons a
great war in Europe would be short and sharp with an early
decision, and that it might entail in its brief course losses that
though large in amount would in the aggregate be less than
those of the old wars that had dragged on for years. For many
it was a disappointing surprise that Lord Kitchener, on taking
over the War Office in London, almost at once issued a scheme
for raising and equipping new armies that could hardly be sent
to the fighting front till wellnigh a year had gone by.

On both sides men were persuading themselves that they had
not sought war, but that it was forced upon them. It was a
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